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OPTA 2019
THE JUBILEE 25 TH OPTA
The 25th OPTA International Eye Optics, Optometry and Ophthalmology Fair,
the largest gathering of professionals devoted to care for eyesight quality
in this country, was a great success. Leading suppliers on the Czech and
Slovak markets met up in a professional setting with opticians, presented
their new collections of eyeglass frames and sunglasses to them, and
acquainted them with innovations in corrective lenses, contact lenses and
instrumentation.
Demand for opticians' goods is driven by the continuing growth of the economy
along with the ageing of the population and increased demands on eyesight
quality influenced by the digitalisation of society. For twenty-five years, OPTA
has been the place where retailers from the Czech Republic and Slovakia come
to acquaint themselves with innovations
in the field and to close new contracts.
OPTA is a magnificent presentation
Market analysis shows that almost all the
by exhibitors from the Czech Republic
suppliers of opticians' goods to the Czech
and Slovakia, though it also features an
Republic and Slovakia were represented
increasing number of foreign exhibitors.
at the fair. New products from 167 brands
Only comparison with strong foreign
were on display on the exhibition stands,
competition leads to an increase in the
first and foremost the latest collections of
quality of domestic exhibitors, their
exhibition stands, their goods and
eyeglass frames and sunglasses, as well as
individual exhibits. I also have to thank BVV
corrective lenses, contact lenses, optical
Trade Fairs Brno, which creates excellent
and ophthalmological instruments and
conditions for us so that we can mount
associated goods. The co-organiser of the
high-quality presentations of the very latest
fair is the Association of Czech Opticians
items available on the European and global
and Optometrists, its expert partners the
market in the optician's field.
Optical Union of Slovakia and the Czech
Jaroslav Majerčík, Managing Director
Contact Lens Society.
of the Company SAGITTA Brno

STATISTICS FOR THE
OPTA 2019 TRADE FAIR
147 exhibiting companies
from 18 countries of
which 58 % companies
from abroad

2,903 m2 of net

exhibition area and
204 m2 of special
demonstration area

The fair plays a key
role in relation
to ordered goods
for 64 % of visitors!

David Klváček, Commercial
Manager at Johnson & Johnson
Vision Care

51 % of visitors stated
that they order goods
right at the fair

83 % of visitors
5,446 visitors from
17 countries of which 503 were satisfied overall
with the fair
from abroad, i.e. 9,2 %
The largest numbers of
88 % of visitors
visitors came from Slovakia,
Germany and Poland

OPTA is the only event of
its kind and size on the Czech
market. I believe it to be
extremely beneficial that
Czech eye specialists can count
on an event where they can
find a large of companies in
the field under a single roof,
acquaint themselves with new
developments and find mutual
inspiration every year. Taking
part in OPTA is also a matter
of image in view of the good
reputation of the fair.

said that they will be
attending in 2020

Opta is a priority for AMBG, and
not just because of the exhibition
and the presentation of goods.
We see Opta as a place where we
can be close to our customers for
three days. The important things
are not just offering our range and
making sales, but first and foremost
the chance of meeting up with
wonderful people. Our customers
are demanding, but that is exactly
what drives us forwards.
Luboš Nerad, Business Manager
at the Company AMBG

THE SUPPORTING
PROGRAMME
The venue for the expert supporting programme
was the OPTA FORUM in Hall V. Lectures by
two foreign experts received the attention they
deserved. French designer Caroline Abram advised
opticians to stand out from the crowd and focus
on a particular group of customers.

OPTA is a great trade fair because
you can find everything here. I can see
the big brands here that I talk about
during my presentations. There is
also a great range here in lower price
categories. Today, trade fairs are under
pressure, so I greatly appreciate the fact
that the event in Brno is still maintaining
its high professional standard.
Ellen Haeser, Designer and Trend
Specialist, the Netherlands

Dutch expert Ellen Haeser summed up the
main trends influencing customer demand and
development in the optician's trade in her lecture. She put trends in
frames and sunglasses into the context of clothing fashion, lifestyle
transformations and consumer behaviour. She also emphasised
quality and durability over rapid changes in trends.
There was also great interest in the lectures devoted to the history
of Czechoslovak design in the area of eyeglass frames and the new
legislation associated with the new system of payments.

Every market needs a regular event
associated with the gathering of trade
professionals, the presentation of new
items, trade lectures and so on. I am
convinced that our Czech or, perhaps,
Czechoslovak market clearly needs
such an event, and Brno Exhibition
Centre offers suitable conditions for it.
Pavel Šebík, Co-owner
of the Company SOVER

TOP OPTA

We are satisfied with OPTA 2019 as we met
up with our customers here and showed them
our new products, which they liked. We also
had the chance of meeting up socially and
having fun at the OPTA PARTY. I will look
forward to the next OPTA next year.

The TOP OPTA competition for the best
exhibits at the fair was held for the four
Jiří Mikulecký, Business Manager
teenth time. The fair's highlighted topic
at the Company Safilo
of Design in Eye Optics and Optometry
was reflected strongly in the competition.
The exhibit JIMMY CHOO BEE/S, which was brought to the fair by
the company SAFILO, was the winner in the category Eyeglass Frames
and Sunglasses. There were two winning exhibits in the category
Eyeglass and Contact Lenses and Their Treatment and Processing:
the Rodenstock X-tra Clean surface finish and the ACUVUE ® OASYS
with Transitions contact lenses from the company Johnson & Johnson
that adapt to changing light. Model Wiggles
from the Lumberjack collection from the
We are at OPTA for the first time this
exhibitor BEKWOOD EYEWEAR / Ondřej Bek
year and it was wonderful. We didn't
impressed the jury most in the category
expect it to be so great. We made a lot
Design in Eye Optics and Optometry. The
of contacts. Our prize in the TOP OPTA
competition surprised me and gave me
company SAGITTA, which won the category
a lot of pleasure because this was a project
Technology in Eye Optics with its OrCam
of the heart for me. We have been winning
MyEye 2 digital reading device with artificial
awards following four years of hard work
intelligence, was also successful in the com
and it really is a beautiful reward.
petition.
Ondřej Bek, Owner and Designer
at the Company Bekwood

OPTA PARTY
The TOP OPTA awards were presented at the magnificent OPTA
PARTY at the SONO Centre music club. Awards were also presented
to the companies that have never missed a single year of the fair. In
view of their number, they have become known as the Magnificent
Seven. These seven companies are AMBG, INTEROPTIC, JOHNSON
& JOHNSON, MI OPTICS, OMEGA OPTIX, SAGITTA and SOVER.
These companies also took part in the fifth year of the project
Design & Trend – an exhibition of specimen arrangements of
window fronts for optician's stores. The charity aspect of the fair
was reinforced by the company ALCON Pharmaceuticals, which
presented a cheque for 50,000 CZK to the Children's
Eye Hospital in Dvůr Králové nad Labem.
OPTA is a pleasant professional platform.
The OPTA PARTY was organised by the Association
of Czech Opticians and Optometrists in close
co-operation with BVV Trade Fairs Brno. Its principal
partner was the company SAFILO, its silver partner
the company SAGITTA.

We meet up here in a friendly atmosphere
with our customers and competitors.
It is a good thing that we have a trade
exhibition that, although it is smaller,
is entirely comparable with those we see
elsewhere in Europe. And it’s great that
it's becoming an international exhibition.
Jiří Kaiser, Managing Director
of the Company MI.OPTICS

This year's event was a good one and I am satisfied
with it. A lot of people came to the event from Slovakia.
Everything went as planned, even if there could always
be more people here. The celebrations of the 25th year
of OPTA were fitting and the OPTA PARTY perfect.
Václav Antonín, President of the Association
of Czech Opticians and Optometrists

THE 26TH INTERNATIONAL
EYE OPTICS, OPTOMETRY AND
OPHTHALMOLOGY FAIR
is to take place

13.–15. 3. 2020
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